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REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

History of Steams County, Minnesota. By William Bell 
Mitchell. In two volumes. (Chicago, H. C. Cooper Jr. 
and Company, 1915. xv, xii, 1536 p. Illustrated) 

These two formidable-looking volumes, comprising some fif- 
teen hundred pages in all, are an important addition to the 
literature of Minnesota local history. The author is himself a 
pioneer. Coming to Minnesota in 1857, he worked as surveyor, 
teacher, and printer until such time as he was able to acquire the 
St. Cloud Democrat. He later changed the name of the paper to 
the St. Cloud Journal, and, after his purchase of the St. Cloud 
Press in 1876, consolidated the two under the name St. Cloud 
Journal-Press, of which he remained editor and owner until 
1892. During this period he found time also to discharge the 
duties of receiver of the United States land office at St. Cloud, 
and to serve as member of the state normal board. It would 
appear, then, that Mr. Mitchell, both by reason of his long resi- 
dence in Stearns County and of his editorial experience, was 
preeminently fitted for the task of writing the volumes under 
review. Moreover, he has had the assistance of many of the 
prominent men of the county in preparing the general chapters 
of the work. Among these may be noted chapters 2-6, dealing 
with the history of Minnesota as a whole during the pre-territorial 
period, by Dr. P. M. Magnusson, instructor in history and social 
science in the St. Cloud Normal ; a chapter on "The Newspaper 
Press" by Alvah Eastman of the St. Cloud Journal-Press; one on 
"Banks and Banking" by W. W. Smith of the First National 
Bank, St. Cloud; one on "Bench and Bar" by J. E. Jenks, city 
attorney of St. Cloud ; and one on "Stearns County Schools" by 
County Superintendent W. A. Boerger. 

As a whole, the work has the familiar features of the general- 
ity of county histories. Such chapter headings as "County Gov- 
ernment," "Court House and Jail," "Political History," "Incidents 
and Events," "Physicians and Surgeons," "Tragic Events," "Fire 
Losses," and "Cyclone Disasters," indicate the similarity in 
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character between this history and others of its kind. The 
biographies, on the other hand, are in five chapters, scattered 
through the two volumes instead of grouped together at the end 
or in a separate volume. The account of the Catholic Church in 
Stearns County and of the various institutions established by it 
is rather more extended than one would expect. The list of for- 
gotten names and places (chapter 12), the reminiscences of Gen- 
eral C. C. Andrews (chapter 14), the description of methods of 
early travel and transportation (chapter 26), and the historical 
sketch of early St. Cloud (chapter 52) — these chapters should 
have more than a merely local interest. In them one comes into 
closest touch with the life of the pioneers. The following 
description of post-office facilities in the early days of St. Cloud 
affords an enlightening glimpse into the life of the past: "The 
building was of logs 16 x 24 feet in size. . . . The mail was kept 
in a small box under the counter and all persons helped them- 
selves. . . . The mail was carried from St. Paul in a two-horse 
hack and delivered semi-weekly. The hack did not cross the 
river at St. Cloud, but left the mail bag at a log hotel on the east 
bank of the river, and any person coming over brought the mail" 
(p. 1427). 

No effort has been made to tell the story of the progress of 
settlement in this region. For the general reader such a narrative 
would have been of special interest because of the very large 
German element in its population. Thirty-two per cent of the 
people of Stearns County are of German descent. In 1860, if one 
may judge from an inspection of the biographies of the pioneers 
contained in the present work, the proportion of Germans in the 
population must have been even greater. The bulk of this immi- 
gration seems to have come in the fifties. At the same time there 
was a considerable influx of the New England element. Other 
racial elements followed later. 

The author states that "the aim of this work has been to gather 
facts, as full and reliable in their nature as possible, for perma- 
nent preservation." A more rigorous process of selection might 
have cut down the size of the book without omitting much of 
real value; indeed, it might have made the book more valuable 
in some respects. The reader misses the personal and intimate 
element which he would expect to find, especially in those matters 
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that the author was fitted by past experience to write about — the 
St. Cloud Normal School, for instance, or the newspapers of the 
county. As a whole, however, the people of Stearns County 
should find this work both interesting and valuable. 

Charles B. Kuhlmann 

Journal of Geography. Volume 14, number 6. Minnesota 
Number. Under the editorial direction of Professor C. J. 
Posey. (Madison, University of Wisconsin, February, 1916. 
Pp. 161-244) 

The influence of geography on history is now so well recog- 
nized that all interested in the history of Minnesota will welcome 
this valuable publication in which are presented a score of 
articles by specialists on various phases of the physical and com- 
mercial geography of the state. The first article, by A. Waif red 
Johnston of the University of Minnesota, a general survey of the 
physical features of the state, is the best condensed statement of 
the subject to be found in print. "The Climate of Minnesota" 
is treated in a separate article by Eugene Van Cleef of the Duluth 
Normal. The southeastern section of the state is dealt with in 
a paper by Charles C. Colby on "The Driftless Area of Minnesota 
a Geographic Unit," in which special attention is devoted to the 
influence of physiographic factors on the economic development 
of the region. Stephen S. Visher of the Moorhead Normal 
presents "Notes on the Geography of the Red River Valley," and 
other writers deal with "Minneapolis," "St. Paul," "Duluth and 
the Range Towns," and "The Lesser Cities." Other articles 
cover such subjects as water resources, iron ores, peat, clays, 
rock-quarrying, agriculture, soil maps, dairying, fruit-growing, 
and manufacturing. An article on "The Development of the 
Lumber Industry in Minnesota," by E. G. Cheyney of the uni- 
versity, is distinctly historical in treatment and indicates the 
important part which this industry has played in the development 
of the state. Another suggestive paper of special historical 
interest is "Geographic Influences in the Exploration and Early 
Development of Minnesota" by C. J. Posey, also of the university. 

The editors of the Journal are quite justified in describing this 
Minnesota number as "a valuable handbook of geographical 



